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BEFORE

Before | came across the Narellan Rural Fire Service, their website displayed the usual lack of web presentation

that we see in a lot of non-profit organisations.
The fact is, a lot of organisations don’t have the
money to use for a brilliant website.

Their website was powered by another Open
Source CMS (Content Management System),
Drupal.

The website included basic information, however
the problem that | saw with their setup was that
they used Drupal for their homepage, however
linked to numerous other scripts to take over the
parts lacking in Drupal.

I knew as soon as | saw this site that it did no
justice to the fantastic work that the Narellan
Rural Fire Service do for their community every
day.
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PLAN

Every good site starts with a plan, and after contacting Patrick from the Narellan Rural Fire Service, it was
expressed that the following features would be great to have:

The ability to post news articles, photo galleries, mailing lists, event calendars (like training
schedules etc.), and also have general information about our brigade.

| spent half an hour searching through http://extensions.joomla.org to find appropriate extensions to use on
the website, which would fit what Patrick requested. The great thing was that news articles and information
pages were already built into the Joomla! system, so there was no need to search for these.

We were also in need of a host to host the website. Fortunately, Web Hosts Australia donated appropriate
hosting towards Narellan Rural Fire Service, and as such we were very grateful.

With Joomla! community members waiting at our side in case we needed help, our plan seemed flawless.
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AFTER

After approximately 5 days, the site was completed with the functionality requested by Patrick. The extensions
we used are as follows:

EXTENSIONS

GALLERY

{8
GALLERY 4

WEE LINKS

CALENDAR

Extension Used: ImageBrowser

Joomla! Extensions URL:

http://extensions.joomla.org/component/option,com mtree/task,viewlink/link id,3506/Itemid,35/
Version Used: 0.1.4 BETA

Type: Component

Native/Legacy: Native Joomla! 1.5

For the gallery, we decided to use ImageBrowser as it expressed all the great features you’d expect on an
image gallery, including folders and beautiful ajax features.

MAILING LIST
id# Published List name List sender
1 & = Executive Committee Administrator
2 o Officers Administrator

Extension Used: Acajoom News

Joomla! Extensions URL:

http://extensions.joomla.org/component/option,com mtree/task,viewlink/link id,964/Itemid,35/
Version Used: 1.4.0

Type: Component / Module

Native/Legacy: Legacy Joomla! 1.5

After discovering that Patrick was interested in having multiple lists, some private and some public, | decided
that Acajoom would be the best for Narellan Rural Fire Service’s website.
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EVENT CALENDAR

S TTRF T R SV D I

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday

Extension Used: JCal Client
Joomla! Extensions URL:
http://extensions.joomla.org/component/option,com mtree/task,viewlink/link id,1401/Itemid,35/

Version Used: 1.6.x
Type: Component / Module
Native/Legacy: Legacy Joomla! 1.5

The calendar seemed the hardest to find at first, however once we found JCal, we both fell in love with it. The
module proved difficult to setup at first, with SEF links disrupting the way it worked. However, we hacked the
module to work correctly with Joomla! 1.5 SEF links

| FIRECALLS / NEWS POSTS

PAST FIRECALLS

= January 2008 =
Mon Tue Wed ThuFriSat Sun
12 3 45 {

Extension Used: Blog Calendar

Joomla! Extensions URL: http://forum.joomla.org/index.php/topic,242461.0.html
Version Used: 1

Type: Component / Module

Native/Legacy: Native Joomla! 1.5

This was an unexpected feature, one that we didn’t think about but once installed was completely amazed by.
justo.derivera, a fellow GHOP entrant developed Blog Calendar which allowed us to add a calendar type
system for the FireCalls that the Fire Service went to. This is a brilliant addition to the site, and | personally
congratulate justo.derivera for their brilliant work!
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SCREENSHOTS

Here are some screenshots of the site to show you the new face of Narellan Rural Fire Service!
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THE POWER OF JOOMLA!

I've worked with Joomla! for years now, but to see it through the eyes of someone who has never heard of the
system was an amazing experience.

Patrick was able to get up and go, changing stuff before | had even had a chance to do it myself. Whilst there
were still things | needed to explain to him, it was amazing that he was able to get up and use the system — self
learning as he went a long.

LESSONS LEARNED

At first | think | assumed they had hosting and domains all setup, and that asking for FTP access required a
simple answer.

The other lesson | learned was that no matter what type of site you’re setting up, Joomla! can be easily setup
for whatever functionality you desire!

QUESTIONS FOR THOSE USING THE SYSTEM

Q. What made you want to update your site?
A. Our previous website was outdated, unprofessional and hard for users with limited technical knowledge to
use efficiently.

Q. Have you ever used the Joomla! system before?
A. No, this is the first | had heard of Joomla.

Q. Was there any reason, other than the request from Michael, to use Joomla instead of another CMS?
A. No

Q. How was your experience with Joomla?
A. Joomla seems to be a very powerful content management
system, which is extensive and extremely modifiable on its

backend, but still highly user friendly on the front end. .
Joomla.. extensive and

extremely modifiable on its
backend, but still highly
user friendly on the front

end.
-Patrick

Q. Are you pleased with your new site, over your old one?
A. The new site is a massive improvement, and all feedback |
have received so far is very positive.

Q. How do you feel the management of the site will go?

A. Short term it will take some getting used to, especially
training the users and admins of the site to be able to use
the new Joomla interface. However after this initial period |
believe the site management will be very straightforward
and easy.

Q. Did you find the system easy to learn?
A. At first it was difficult to grasp the concept of modules, sections and categories. However after this hurdle,
Joomla became very easy to use and understand.
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